Serum bile acid determination for assessing patency of portosystemic shunts. Lack of value.
Serum bile acid levels were measured in eight patients with portal hypertension before and after portosystemic shunt surgery to see if the levels were useful for assessment of shunt patency. Both fasting and two-hour postprandial levels showed poor correlation with portosystemic shunting and could not be used to judge shunt patency.